
Key Club Co-Sponsoring an Aktion Club

The mission of Aktion Club is to provide adult citizens living with disabilities an opportunity to develop initiative and leadership, to serve their community, to be integrated into society, and to demonstrate the dignity and value of citizens living with disabilities.  Co-sponsoring an Aktion Club offers Key Club members the opportunity to transform this mission into reality.

Through such a partnership both Key Club and Aktion Club members will develop new friendships, sharpen leadership skills, and learn to appreciate and celebrate the human challenges that make us all different from one another.
The ideal situation for developing a long-term relationship is for the Key Club to be registered with Kiwanis International as a co-sponsor (along with a Kiwanis club) of the Aktion Club.  This provides the Key Club with all Aktion Club general mailings, but most important, the Key Club establishes the right and responsibility to fulfill the obligations of sponsorship—the same obligations to which the sponsoring Kiwanis club agreed upon chartering the Aktion Club.  These obligations include, but are not limited to, the following:

A. Attendance at Aktion Club board of directors and general meetings

B. Responsibility to assist with the training of Aktion Club officers

C. Participation in joint service and fund-raising projects

D. Host Aktion Club members at Key Club meetings, projects, and activities as allowed by the school’s policies.

E. Inter-club with the Aktion Club as allowed by the school’s policies

F. Assist the Aktion Club members to adhere to the following Objects:

· To develop initiative and leadership;

· To provide experience in living and working together; 

· To serve the community; and

· To prepare for useful citizenship.
Co-sponsorship may be established by:

A. The current Kiwanis sponsor to the Aktion Club submitting to the Sponsored Organizations and Programs Department at Kiwanis International a statement similar to the following and signed by the Kiwanis club president or secretary:

Please add the Key Club of _____ (insert charter number if known) as a co-sponsor to the Aktion Club of _____ (insert charter number if known).

B. The potential co-sponsoring Key Club of the Aktion Club submitting to the Sponsored Organizations and Programs Department at Kiwanis International a statement similar to the following and signed by the Key Club president or secretary:

The Key Club of _____ (insert charter number if known) accepts co-sponsorship of the Aktion Club of _____ (insert charter number if known).

If co-sponsorship is not an option, the Key Club may establish a relationship with the Aktion Club by:

A. Conducting an officer- and member-training conference

B. Establishing a “buddy system” between Kiwanis, Key Club, and Aktion Club officers

C. Setting up a special Aktion Club-Key Club section at an athletic event, concert, theatrical performance

D. Conducting programs for the Aktion Club meeting on:

1.   
 Preparing for employment 

2. Conflict resolution

3. The value of diversity in the community



 

F. Inviting Aktion Club members and their family members to the Key Club’s end-of-year banquet

When developing a relationship with an Aktion Club, remember that the quality of that relationship will be determined by the image the Key Club develops with the agency’s administration, staff, and Aktion Club family members, as well as with the co-sponsoring Kiwanis club.  If the Key Club and its members personify the Objects of Key Club International, the relationship between the Key Club and the Aktion Club will be sought after by the school administration, validated by the agency’s administration and staff, encouraged by Aktion Club family members, and cherished by the sponsoring Kiwanis club.  The Key Club members should realize that every action taken, every word spoken, and every message signaled by body language or tone of voice will leave a lasting impression on all involved with the Aktion Club program—especially the preadolescent.  Make that impression a positive one.
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