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AKTION CLUB PLEDGE
 

I  pledge on my honor to follow the Objects of 

Aktion Club. To better my community,  my country 

and myself.  To help those in need. To demonstrate 

loyalty to our community and nation. And to 

encourage others to do the same. 
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A GROWING MOVEMENT
You’re on an exciting journey. You’re one of more than 12,000 Aktion Club 
members—and growing—around the world. You’re also part of a local club that 
serves the community.  You’re discovering the heart to serve, answering the call  to 
lead and igniting the courage to engage. And you’re about to have a lot of fun.

SO . .  .  WHAT’S AK TIO N CLUB ALL ABOUT?

 MISSION
To provide adults with disabilities an opportunity to develop initiative, leadership 
skills and to serve their communities

VISION
To develop competent,  capable, caring leaders through the vehicle of service

CORE VALUES
•   Character-building:  The ability to do the right thing, even when it  might be the 
   unpopular choice

•  Leadership:  The ability to listen, communicate, serve and guide others

•  Inclusiveness:  Accepting and welcoming dif ferences in other people

•  Caring:  The act of being concerned about or interested in other people 
   or situations

YOU
MOST O F ALL , AK TIO N CLUB IS ABOUT M E M BE R S LIK E YOU. MAK E TH E 

MOST O F YOUR E XPE R IE NCE WITH YOUR FE LLOW M E M BE R S! 

LEAD
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HISTORY OF AKTION CLUB
 
Aktion Club has more than 12,000 MEMBERS 

around the world. Part of the Kiwanis family, 

it ’s the only community service club for adults 

with disabilities.  Aktion Club was STARTED IN 
1987, when Kiwanis-club member Jake Swartout 

organized the f irst club in Putnam County, Florida. 

Aktion Club became an of f icial  Service Leadership 

Program of Kiwanis International on October 1, 

2000. Today, there are over 500 AKTION CLUBS. 
Members are making a dif ference in Austria, 

Canada, Barbados, Malaysia,  Jamaica, Bahamas, 

Philippines, Australia and the United States.

LEAD
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THE HEART TO SERVE

You improve people’s lives.  You serve your community.  To do service right,  you have 
to prepare. There are f ive key steps to making a good service project: 

1 .   DECIDE WHAT TO DO.  Think about how you can make an impact.  Does someone 
      need items or fundraising? Does an area need to be cleaned up? Ask people in 
      town. Talk about it  in your club.
 

2 .  FO R M A TE AM .  Figure out who in your club will  work on the project.  You’ll  need 
      dif ferent people to do dif ferent things.

3.  ASK QUESTIO NS.  Talk to the people where you want to do something. They 
      know what ’s needed better than anybody. And they’ll  be glad to tell  you.

4.  STAR T PL AN N ING!  Assign dif ferent jobs to dif ferent club members.  Talk about 
       it  at a meeting—and make sure to write down the results.
 

5.  E VALUATE .  Af ter the project ’s done, talk about what went well.  Talk about what 
      could have gone better.  Think of things you could do better next time.
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28 Pinehurst, Toronto, ON • Canada
info@scaw.org  •  www.scaw.org

A bag of rice on a fly-infested riverboat 
dock in Dhaka does not provide a very 
comfortable night’s sleep for a child. In 
2010, volunteers for Sleeping Children 
Around the World delivered bedkits to 
70,500 children in ten countries.

Absolutely no administrative costs Absolutely no administrative costs 
were subtracted from each $35 bedkit 
donation to Sleeping Children. 
Travelling volunteers paid their own 
way. The child received the benefit of 
100% of each donation.

KiwanisKiwanis Aktion Clubs have been 
supporting Sleeping Children Around 
the World for the past five years to 
ensure a safer and more peaceful rest 
for hundreds of children.

PARTNER UP FOR SERVICE
Sleeping Children A round the World
Aktion Club has an international service initiative: Sleeping Children Around the 
World. Thanks to a partnership with Aktion Club, you can help SCAW provide bed 
kits to children—with things like mattresses,  pillows, blankets and more. When your 
club gets donations, you help SCAW send bed kits to kids all  over the world. 

AK TIONCLUB.ORG/SC AW

Trick- or-Tre at for UNICEF

Every October,  Aktion Club joins Key Club in another partnership with UNICEF. (Key 
Club is the Kiwanis program for high school students.)  By participating in Trick-or-
Treat for UNICEF, members collect donations instead of candy. Sometimes they even 
have a Halloween-themed service event or party to make it  fun. All  the money that ’s 
collected then goes to help children through the work of UNICEF.

THEELIMINATEPROJEC T.ORG/ TRICKORTRE AT
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SERVICE MATTERS 
A great service project serves a need in the community.  But it  also f its members’ 
interests.  Every Aktion Club will  have its own “perfect projects.” Talk to your fellow 
members about what everyone would like to do.

Need some ide a s? Try these:

• AK TION CLUB “SNACK SHACK”
• ALUMINUM C AN REC YCLING
• BAK E S ALE
• BA SK ET R AFFLE
• BL ANK ET S ALE
• BOOK S ALE
• BOWL-A-THON
• C ALENDAR S ALE
• C ANDY BAR AND/OR CHEE SE S ALE
• COMMUNIT Y DINNER ( WITH TICK ET S ALE S)
• CONCE SSION STAND VOLUNTEERISM
• COOK BOOK S ALE
• DANCE FUNDR AISER
• DE SIGN MAGNET S
• DOG TOY S ALE AT LOC AL DOG PARK
• GATHER “HAPPY PENNIE S” AT MEETINGS
• ICE CRE AM SOCIAL
• PANC AK E BRE AK FA ST
• PEN S ALE
• PIZ Z A AND/OR POPCORN FUNDR AISER
• PREPAR ATION AND S ALE OF PACK ED LUNCHE S TO FRIENDS
• ROOT BEER FLOAT S ALE
• RE STAUR ANT FUNDR AISER
• S ALVATION ARMY PENNIE S
• SPARE CHANGE COLLEC TION
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A CLUB M E ETING IS AL SO A G R E AT TIM E TO DO A SE RVICE PROJ EC T, O R E VE N 

PR E PAR E FO R A FUN DR AISE R! 

Some ide a s :
• Make holiday cards for nursing home residents.  Don’t forget holidays like Veterans

Day and Presidents Day.

• Make items to sell as fundraisers. For example, beaded necklaces or f leece blankets.

• Decorate or paint f lower pots.  Plant f lowers in them and deliver them to
hospital patients.

• Tie-dye canvas totes.  Then sell  them to raise money for a local charity.

• Collect cans and recycle with your club. Cash in and donate funds to Sleeping
Children Around the World.

• Create an Aktion Club calendar and sell  copies to local business.*

• Create an Aktion Club cookbook. Bring in favorite recipes, and then sort
and organize.*

FOR MORE IDE A S AND INSPIR ATION, 
GO TO AK TIONCLUB.ORG/SERVICE .

*USE A LOC AL PR INTE R TO G ET TH E BEST PR INTING PR ICE .
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YOUR CALL TO LEAD 

Your own club is a great place to lead. Every year,  each Aktion Club should elect a 
member to each of the following positions. These are the club’s of f icers.  
Here’s what each one does:

President
•   Calls the meeting to order

•  Leads the meeting

•  Introduces guests

V ice president
•   Helps the president lead meetings

•  Per forms president ’s duties in his/her absence

Secreta ry
•   Takes notes at meeting

•  Shares notes at next meeting

Tre a surer
•   Keeps track of money the club raises

•  Shares information about money
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H E R E’S A SUGG ESTIO N O N H OW TO RUN YOUR CLUB M E ETINGS— 

AN D MAK E E ACH O N E PRO DUC TIVE .

1 .   C ALL TO ORDER

2 .   S INGING OF THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

3.   PLEDGE TO THE FL AG

4.   SPECIAL REFLEC TION

5.   INTRODUC TION OF VISITOR S

6.   W ELCOME (MEMBER S PARTICIPATE IN AN “ICEBRE AK ER” OR 
     TE AM-BUILDING AC TIVIT Y. ) 

7.   THE SECRETARY RE ADS THE PRE VIOUS MEETING’S MINUTE S—THE NOTE S HE OR 
     SHE TOOK OF THE CLUB BUSINE S S DISCUS SED.

8.   OFFICER S’  REPORT S

9.   COMMIT TEE REPORT S (THE CHAIRMAN OF E ACH CLUB COMMIT TEE TELL S W HAT 
     THE COMMIT TEE HA S BEEN DOING.)

10.  UNFINISHED BUSINE S S -  THE PRE SIDENT PRE SENT S ITEMS DISCUS SED AT THE 
     PRE VIOUS MEETING THAT NEED TO BE DISCUS SED FURTHER .

1 1 .   NE W BUSINE S S – THE PRE SIDENT PRE SENT S NE W TOPIC S FOR DISCUS SION.  
     NE W BUSINE S S SOMETIME S IS REFERRED TO A S “SPECIAL ORDER .”

12 .  CLUB PROGR AM – A SPECIAL GUE ST IS INVITED TO SPE AK ABOUT A TOPIC 
     OF INTERE ST.  

13 .  ANNOUNCEMENT S – THE PRE SIDENT OR ANOTHER CLUB MEMBER SHARE S 
     INFORMATION W ITH CLUB MEMBER S ABOUT UPCOMING E VENT S AND AC TIVITIE S.

14.  ADJOURNMENT – THE PRE SIDENT MOVE S TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AND 
     CLOSE S THE MEETING

MEETING AGENDA
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KEEPING TRACK

Make it  easier to complete your club report each  

month. HOW? By keeping track of club activities, 

service projects and fundraisers. 

Club

    m
em

ber handbook    
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KEEP TRACK OF THE  
FOLLOWING THINGS:
•  SE RVICE PROJEC TS

•  SE RVICE HOURS

•  FUNDR AISE RS

•  K IWANIS- FAM ILY E VE NTS

•  CLUB DONATIONS G IVE N

•  DONATIONS R ECE IVE D

•  BIGG EST CHALLE NG E
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CALENDAR
Plan your events and projects for the year.  We’ll  help get you started, with tips and 
ideas for each month.

 
Oc tober
Pay dues. Plan the year ’s fundraisers and service projects.  Create an activity 
calendar.  AN D R E M E M BE R:  Kiwanis One Day is this month!  
PROMOTE CIRCLE K WE E K DUR ING TH IS MO NTH!  
Plan a joint service project with your local Circle K .

Nov ember
Attend a Kiwanis club meeting and present your club’s plan for the year.
PROMOTE K E Y CLUB WE E K DUR ING TH IS MO NTH!

December
Review the Annual Achievement Report—and start planning!  
Organize a club social event,  such as a holiday party.

Ja nua ry
Invite people to join your club. 
Summarize your club activities so far.

Februa ry
Review your club fundraising and service project plan. How’s it  going? 
And start planning for the Aktion Club Training and Leadership Conference.
PROMOTE K- K IDS WE E K!  Plan a service project with your local K-Kids club.

M a rch
AK TIO N CLUB WE E K IS TH E FIR ST FULL WE E K O F TH IS MO NTH! 
Plan to participate in each day’s activities.  
Promote Builders Club Week during the third week of this month.
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A pril
Check out the contest page on the website—decide the contests in which your club 
and members will  participate.

M ay
Make a plan to attend the upcoming Aktion Club Training and Leadership 
Conference. Find information at AK TIO NCLUB.O RG/ TLC .  Hold of f icer elections. 
Raise money for SCAW. 

June
Plan a Kiwanis-family event with local K-Kids,  Builders Club, Key Club  
and Circle K clubs.

July
Work on plans to attend the Aktion Club Training and Leadership Conference. 

August
Does your district have a convention? If  so, help plan it.  And don’t forget to start 
f inalizing contest entries.

September
E AR N A BAN N E R PATCH —submit your annual achievement report.  Turn in contest 
entries.  Start training new board members.  And plan your Kiwanis One Day event 
for October!

WE      TO SERVE!
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CONTESTS!
Aktion Club has contests every year,  for every club and member. There are 
f ive categories—three for individuals and two for clubs. Plan ahead! Find 
the contest theme at aktionclub.org/contests.  You’ll  also f ind links to the  
contest booklet and forms.

Indi v idua l 

Poster,  speech, t-shir t

Remember 
•   All  contest/award entries should be submitted to the district administrator by 
   September 15.

•   The District Committee on Aktion Club judges all  entries.  The district 
   administrator forwards district winners to Kiwanis International for international 
   judging by September 30.

•   All  entries except scrapbook entries become the property of Kiwanis International. 
   Scrapbooks will  be returned to the person indicated on the Scrapbook Information 
   Sheet adhered to the inside cover of the scrapbook entry.

•   Signatures on the contest entry form grant permission for Kiwanis International 
   to promote and publicize submitted materials in Kiwanis-family publications and 
   on Kiwanis-family websites.

Club 

Scrapbook and single service
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CLUB ACHIEVEMENTS
For what your club achieves during the year,  you could earn honors from Aktion 
Club. Get a Distinguished Club patch or an Honor Club patch by earning points 
throughout the year for all  that the club has achieved.

How does your club get a patch? By submitting the Annual Achievement Report. 
Your Aktion Club can submit this report online at the Aktion Club website.  Or you 
can download it  and send it  in. 

Reports are due by October 15 to Kiwanis International.  Patches will  be mailed by 
mid-November to the Kiwanis advisor. 
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THE COURAGE TO ENGAGE

You have the courage to engage. What does that mean? It  means you live your life 
working and serving with others.  As an Aktion Club member, you have a lot of ways 
to engage others.  Here are a few to try in your club:

W h at if ?
•   Develop a list of 20 “if ” questions (example: If  you could go anywhere in the world, 
   where would it  be?),  and number each question.

•   Have the group stand in a circle.

•   Throw a beach ball  to one member and have him or her choose a number from 
   1–20.

•   Have the member answer the question that corresponds to the number. 

•   The member with the beach ball  then throws the ball  to another member.

Fl ag fun
•   Provide blank sheets of paper,  markers and colored pencils.

•   Have each member create his or her own “f lag” to symbolizes who they are,  what 
   they like and what is important to them. 

•   Give members at least 10 minutes to create their f lags. 

•   Ask members to volunteer to share what they have created.
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Story- building
•   Put items in a bag: pencil,  book, phone, cup, photograph, wig and anything else 
   you want.

•   Give the bag to a member, who will  take out an item without looking. 

•   Have the member tell  a 20 -second story relating to the item.

•  Pass the bag to the next member, who will  randomly choose a dif ferent item. 

•  Have that member tell a 20-second story that builds on the previous member’s story. 

•   Pass the bag and tell  stories until  all  members have participated. 

Sk it tle sc at ter
•   Have members form pairs or groups of three.

•   Give each pair/group a small  pack of Skittles. 

•   Tell  each member to dump out f ive pieces at random.

•  Have each member answer the statements that relate to each color: 

 R E D:  Tell  one strength that you have.

 YE LLOW:  Give a compliment to your partner (or member of your group).

 G R E E N:  Talk about something that makes you happy.

 PUR PLE:  Describe yourself  in one word. 

 O R ANG E:  Talk about your favorite memory. 
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AKTION CLUB TRAINING AND  
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCES
Every year,  Aktion Club international hosts regional leadership conferences for 
Aktion Club members.  Approximately 300 members,  caregivers and advisors gather 
to attend educational workshops, per form service and enjoy fellowship. Aktion 
Club TLCs have something for everyone. Every Aktion Club is encouraged to send at 
least two members and advisors—but many clubs send all  their members.  Here’s an 
overview of what ’s available: 

•  AM A Z ING SPE AK E R S.  We focus on speakers who have knowledge and 
   experiences that members can relate to—and an inspiring story to share. 

•  FE LLOWSH IP.  Yes,  there’s time to hang out with friends—old and new. We also 
   conduct fun activities such as bonf ires,  dances, games and activities. 

•  LE ADE R SH IP TR AIN ING .  Members’  leadership skills are a part of Aktion Club’s 
   purpose. So we take time to of fer education, tips and insights.  Members with roles 
   as club of f icers get-hands on experience at running meetings and leading their 
   clubs. Advisors benef it too—with updates from Kiwanis International and tips for 
   improving the club experience.

•  SE RVICE PROJ EC TS.  Service is at the heart of Aktion Club, so it ’s part of TLC as 
    well—including fun projects that make a dif ference in the host community.

•  AMA ZI NG FOO D.  What ’s a get-together without great stuf f to eat? Dig in!

•  AR TS AN D CR AF TS. Take some time to relax .  .  .  and create! 

•  CLUB PR ESE NTATIO NS. On the last day, share your best service and fundraising 
   projects with everyone. If  you’ve never given a presentation, that ’s okay—you’ll 
   learn some techniques during the TLC!

•  AWAR DS.  We’re all  winners when we attend the TLC. So an awards ceremony will   
   recognize all  the learning, sharing and growing we’ve done during the weekend! 

For more information, visit  aktionclub.org/ TLC. 
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OTHER SPECIAL EVENTS
It ’s  not just TLC! Each year,  Aktion Clubs participate in various special events. 
For more information on each one, visit  aktionclub.org/events.

Distric t con v ention 
Each district may conduct a convention during the year for all  the Aktion Clubs 
within a region. At district conventions, club of f icers are trained, and individual 
clubs are rewarded for their dedication to service. For more information about your 
district convention, contact your district governor or visit  your district ’s webpage.

K i wa nis one day 
On Kiwanis One Day—generally the last Saturday in October—Kiwanis-family clubs join 
forces for a united day of service. Think of the impact more than 600,000 Kiwanis family 
members can make together in one day. For more information, visit kiwanis.org/oneday.

A k tion Club W eek
Aktion Club Week is celebrated during the f irst full  week of March each year to 
promote the service Aktion Clubbers do within their homes and communities.  For 
more information and ideas,  just turn the page!
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AKTION CLUB WEEK IDEAS 

Here are some fun ideas you may want to consider when planning Aktion Club Week, 
which is the first full week of March each year.

MONDAY
SHOW YOUR K IN E V ERY WAY
•   Wear Aktion Club apparel such as T-shir ts,  buttons, pins,  etc.

•  Place posters around the community advertising Aktion Club and Aktion Club Week.

•   Get your local media involved! Schedule an interview with your local radio or 
   television station talking about the service that Aktion Club does. Write an article 
   and publish it  in your local newspaper.
 

TUESDAY
KUDOS TO THE A K TON PL AY ER S
•   Host an appreciation party for your Aktion Clubbers.  Have their favorite foods, 
   music and games at the party.  Don’t forget the pizza!

•   Honor signif icant members of your club who always go the extra mile with 
   certif icates of appreciation or even awards such as trophies. 

•   Give thank-you notes to your club advisors,  Kiwanians and members.  

•   Use social media. Give a shout-out to Aktion Club members who go above and 
   beyond. Create an album on Facebook highlighting members with pictures and a 
   synopsis of their hard work.

 

W EDNESDAY
DA RE TO C A RE
•   Conduct fundraisers to support Sleeping Children Around the World. Sell  baked 
   goods such as cupcakes, cookies and cakes.

•   Make support cards for premature babies and their families who are in the 
   neonatal intensive care unit of your local hospital.

•   Make nonslip socks or capes for your local Children’s Miracle Network Hospital.
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THUR SDAY
A K TIONS OF K INDNES S
Challenge every member to complete one act of kindness.  Examples include: 

•   Smile at everyone you see today.

•   Leave sticky notes with compliments to those you know.

•  Bring your club advisor an apple. 

•   Write a thank-you note to someone who has made a positive impact on you.

•  Hand out candy to friends.  

•   Give up your seat to someone on the bus or subway.

•   Open the door for someone.

•  Start a conversation with someone who is standing alone.
   
Keep track of what your club members do, and share what they’ve done on social 
media, or by sending an email  to your district leaders and Kiwanis International.

FRIDAY
CONNEC T THE K’S
•   Organize a “social” with other Aktion Clubs in your district.  Have games, activities 

   and, of course, food! You can also invite other members of the Kiwanis family in 

   your area.

•   Conduct a joint service project with other Kiwanis-family members.  There are 

    a number of things you could do, from renovating a children’s home to simply 

    cleaning up a park.

•   Have a day of play with local Builders Club or K-Kids members.  

   Conduct fun activities such as jumping rope and playing  

   Frisbee—or playing sports like soccer and basketball. 



for elementary school students
www.k-kids.org

for middle school students
www.buildersclub.org

for high school students
www.keyclub.org

for adults
www.kiwanis.org

for college students
www.circlek.org

GIAK-417-052  65100

 THE KIWANIS FAMILY
As an Aktion Club member, you’re a part of the Kiwanis family.  Kiwanis-family clubs 
are all  over the world. Find out about each one. Visit  their websites.  Maybe even 
partner with one or more of them in your area. Their members are a lot like you—
they have the heart to serve, the call  to lead and the courage to engage. 


